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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL S1 – SEARCH STRATEGY 

Supplementary Material S1 provides the complete database-specific search strings used in the Web of 

Science Core Collection and Scopus databases, including Boolean operators, wildcards, and applied 

filters. These search strings were applied consistently across databases and were not modified during 

the review process, ensuring full reproducibility of the literature search. 

Web of Science (Core Collection) 

TS=( 

("old-growth forest*" OR "primary forest*" OR "unmanaged forest*" OR "mature forest*")  

AND 

("carbon sequestration" OR "carbon sink" OR "carbon source" OR "carbon balance")  

AND 

("net ecosystem productivity" OR "net ecosystem exchange" OR NEP OR NEE OR NBP)  

AND 

(equilibrium OR "steady state" OR flux*) 

) 

Filters applied 

• Document types: Article, Review 

• Language: English 

Scopus 

TITLE-ABS-KEY( 

("old-growth forest*" OR "primary forest*" OR "unmanaged forest*" OR "mature forest*")  

AND 

("carbon sequestration" OR "carbon sink" OR "carbon source" OR "carbon balance")  

AND 

("net ecosystem productivity" OR "net ecosystem exchange" OR NEP OR NEE OR NBP)  

AND 

(equilibrium OR "steady state" OR flux*) 

) 

Filters applied 

• Document types: Article, Review 

• Language: English 


